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TA S K S C O M P L E T E D

1 What was wrong with women's rights before 1900?

2 Suffragettes vs Suffragists

3 How did the government react to suffragettes?

4 Was Emily Davison a martyr?

5 The effect of WW1 on Women’s Suffrage

6 Votes for Women! – A campaign poster 

At the start of the 1800s, women in Britain didn’t have the right to vote. They also 
had very little legal protection and few rights to education or work. By the end of 
the 1800s there was growing support for the campaign for women’s right to vote.
Two main campaign groups emerged, the Suffragists (NUWSS) and the Suffragettes 
(WSPU). 

In this project you will research the women's suffrage and plight for equality and the 
vote. 

If you need further support with this project 
please contact Miss Bolia, 
zbolia@saltley.academy

Scan this code with your phone or 

tablet camera. It will take you to 

folder which contains useful 

information for some of the tasks.

You have also been emailed a link 

to this folder.



Men 

Women

TASK: Study the images and answer the questions.

TASK 1  Women's rights before 1900

1) What is the poster trying to say about women?

2) Is this for or against women voting?

Write down 3 adjectives 

you would use to describe 

the image of men and the 

images of the women. 

How Women Were 

Presented Before 1900

How Men Were 

Presented Before 1900



Research what women’s rights were like before 1900. For each area write a 
minimum of three points. 

Challenge: Which area of women’s life do you think was most unfair and needed the 

biggest change? Can you explain why?

TASK 1  

Wo m e n ’ s  
R i g h t s  

P r e - 1 9 0 0

Employment

Property & 
Leisure

Education

Marriage

HINT: Read information sheet 1. you 
will find it in the online folder.



Task: Create a fact file about the suffragists and suffragettes 

TASK 2 Suffragettes vs Suffragists

TACTICS AND METHODS ACHIEVEMENTS

Date founded

Founder

Key individuals:



TASK 2

TACTICS AND METHODS ACHIEVEMENTS

Date founded

Founder

Key individuals:



TASK 2

Deeds not words

Women’s nature is more 

pure than men’s. To adopt 

violence as men have 

done to gain the vote 

would bring us down to 

their level. Women have 

something new to add to 

politics

We can work with men in 

gaining the vote

Kill me or give me my 

freedom
This movement needs not 

democracy but military 

discipline

Our leaders apart from 

me are arrested or in 

hiding. I will run the 

movement from Paris. Your 

orders are to supply our 

members with materials to 

cause fires.

I do think these personal 

assaults perfectly 

abominable and above 

all extraordinarily silly

Men of any party are not 

true allies of women. The 

struggle for the vote is a 

battle of the sexes

Suffragettes have done 

more in the last twelve 

months than I and my own 

followers have been able 

to do in the same number 

of years

Suffragists or Suffragettes?

Task: Match the campaign tactics with the Suffragists or the Suffragettes.

1. 2. 

3. 

6.

7.

5.

4.

8.
9.



Militant suffragettes forced the public to think about votes for women. 
But their violent actions were used by opponents to justify withholding 
votes from women. The government reacted harshly to the suffragettes.

TASK: Read the information on the next page and answer the questions.

TASK 3 Government reaction to suffragettes

Monitoring
How did the Police keep an eye on dangerous 

suffragettes?

Arresting Suffragettes
Summarise why the arrests of women 

made the news.

Suffragettes were usually offered a fine 

or jail. Why do you think they asked for 

jail?

Forced Feeding
Describe what forced feeding was.

Why do you think prisons did this?

The Cat & Mouse Act
Describe what the act did. Why was it brought in? Who does the cat represent?



TASK 3

The Cat & Mouse Act

Introduced by Henry Asquith and the Liberal 

Government, the Act was brought in because of 

the complaints from councils about the cruelty of 

force feeding. 

Public opinion was against the idea of women 

being force fed. To deal with this, suffragette 

prisoners who were on hunger strikes would be 

released until they were in better health and 

would then be re-arrested! If they started 

starving themselves, they would be released...

then re-arrested when they got better!

This became known by suffragettes as the CAT 

AND MOUSE ACT, as you can see from this 

suffragette propaganda poster.

Many Suffragettes were arrested for their violent actions, with 

over 1,000 women put in prison during the movement’s lifetime. 

Never before had women been arrested on this scale, and it 

certainly heightened the publicity afforded to the Suffragettes.

An example was in 1910 on “Black Friday” where many women 

marched on Parliament to protest. Over 150 women were 

injured. Some were permanently disabled and two died from 

injuries. Many were also sexually abused by police, who had 

been instructed to use force so that the women would never try 

this type of protest again.

Arrests of Suffragettes

Forced Feeding
Many women who were in prison went on hunger strikes. In 

order to react to this, the government ordered prisons to force 

the women to eat. When women refused, they were force-fed.

This involved 2-3 people holding the woman down, sometimes 

strapping her in a chair. They would then take a funnel and feed 

the tube down the women's throat. In the funnel they would then 

pour a mixture of bread and eggs all ground down, something 

that would give the body nutrients and keep the women alive.

Prisons were afraid that if the women died, this would make the 

government look bad.

In 1912, Scotland Yard bought their first camera 

and used it to take pictures of suffragette 

women. These images were posted in public 

places, warning people to look out for them. 

Some who refused to be photographed in prison 

would be held up and forced to look at the 

camera.

Surveillance and Monitoring
Unfortunately for 

prisons, this did make 

the government look 

awful and it raised a 

lot of publicity for 

women who were 

seen as suffering for 

their beliefs. Even 

King George V asked 

for this practice to be 

stopped!



You are going to become history detective! We know how Emily died…but 
many opinions differ about whether she meant to kill herself or not!

Study the sources on the next page:

▪ Find evidence that Davison was trying to kill herself (martyr)

▪ Find evidence that Davison was not planning to kill herself (troublemaker)

TASK 4  Was Emily Davison a Martyr?

• Date: 4th June 1913
• Event: The Derby
• Racecourse: Epsom, UK
• Part of the course: 

Tattenham Corner
• Age of woman: 40, 

Emily Wilding Davison
• Horse: Anmer 

(recovered)
• Owner: King George V
• Jockey: Herbert Jones 

(minor injuries)
• Emily Davison: died in 

hospital 4 days later

MARTYR TROUBLEMAKER

Emily was a suffragette who died 

after throwing herself in front of the 

king's horse at the Epsom Derby.



Evidence A: 
Part of Emily Davison’s prison record. 

She was a very militant suffragette 

who believed in ‘deeds not words.’

March 1909 - One month in prison 

for obstruction by blocking a road.

September 1909 - Two months for 

stone throwing.

November 1910 - One month for 

window breaking.

January 1912 - Six months for 

setting fire to post boxes.

November 1912 - Ten days for 

assaulting a vicar whom she mistook 

for a Member of Parliament.

Evidence B: 

G. Colmore in ‘The Life of Emily Davison’ (1913). The Suffragette Summer Festival was a 

week-long meeting of hundreds of suffragettes.

Emily was never brighter the day of the Summer Festival. She stayed long at the fair 

and said she would go there everyday. 

“I will attend, except tomorrow, because I am going to the Derby.”

“What are you going to do?”

“A-Ha!” It was her usual answer...when she had planned something. “Look in the evening 

paper and you will see something,” she added.

Evidence F: 

From an eyewitness, John Ervine, who stood near to Emily 

Davison on the day.

“The King’s horse, Anmer, came up and Ms Davison went

towards it. She put up her hand, but whether it was to catch hold

of the reins or protect herself, I don’t know. The horse knocked

her over with great force and then fell itself. The jockey and Ms

Davison were bleeding a lot. I feel sure Ms Davison meant to

stop the horse. Some say she was crossing over, as people used

to do when the race was over. I don’t - it was obvious she was

trying to stop that horse.”

Evidence D: 

Written by a modern historian.

“Some believed she was crossing the 

racecourse and hadn’t seen that the 

horses were still racing. Other’s heard 

her shout “votes for women” before 

leaping in front of the horse. There is 

video evidence showing that she stopped 

right in front of Anmer and that she was 

reaching for something on the horse.”

Evidence E: 
A newspaper article on 5th June 1913, the day after the incident. 

Note the sub-heading and what Emily was said to be wearing.

Evidence C: 
From a BBC article.

“Was Emily Davison pinning a Suffragette 

ribbon or flag on the King’s horse? It must 

have been a possibility as her hand was 

raised. There was one found near her 

unconscious body. Indeed what a message 

it would have sent, to see the King’s horse 

finish the race wearing Suffragette 

colours!”

Evidence G:

From Sylvia Pankhurst's ‘The Suffragette Movement: 

An Intimate Account of  Persons and Ideas’ (1931).

“Her friend declared that she would not have died 

without writing a farewell message to her mother. 

Yet she sewed suffragette flags into her clothes as 

though to be sure that no mistake could be made as 

to her motive when her body was examined.”

Evidence H: 
Part of the official report surrounding Davison’s death. She had asked for the 

flags a few days before the Derby.

FOUND ON THE BODY OF EMILY DAVISON

OFFICIAL POLICE REPORT

- 8 postage stamps

- 2 large suffragette flags sewn into her coat

- 1 purse containing 3 shillings, 8 pence and 3 farthings

- 8 postage stamps

- 1 key

- 1 helper pass at the Suffragette Summer Festival

- 1 notebook

- 1 handkerchief

- 1 race ticket for the Derby

- 1 return railway ticket

TASK 4  

Sources for task 4.



TASK 4  

Challenge 

1. Why didn’t she tell anyone what she planned to do?

2. Why did she choose the King’s horse? Was this chance or choice? Why?

3. Why might she have had two flags? 

Did Emily Davison intend to become a martyr by dying or did she not intend to die?



TASK 5  The Effect of WW1 on Women’s Suffrage
When World War 1 broke out in August 1914, many of the country’s men 
went off to fight. This left many jobs on farms and in factories 
unattended.

During World War 1, women found employment in transport, like rail 
lines and driving buses and trams, nursing, factories making ammunition 
and even in the Women’s Royal Air Force fixing planes as mechanics. 
Below are some of the ways women helped the war effort between 1914 
and 1918.

Complete the mind-map. Research the different jobs women would have done during 

WW1. For each handing write a minimum of two points. 

W h a t  
J o b s  
D i d  

Wo m e n  
D o ?

The Women’s 
Army 

Auxiliary 
Corps

Postal Work

The Women’s 
Land Army

The 
Munitionette

s

Nursing

HINT: Read information sheet 2. you 
will find it in the online folder.



TASK 5  

“Women became more independent. 

Women munitions workers paid for their 

rounds of drinks at the pub. Fashion 

changed for practical 

reasons: never did skirts sweep the 

ground. Women’s hats became 

neater and a few women cut their hair. 

They were daring and they drank in pubs 

and smoked in 

public.”
AJP Taylor in ‘English History’ (1965)

It is true that women cannot fight with rifles, but they have aided in the most  effective way in 

the war. What is more, when the war comes to an end, don’t  women have a special claim to be 

heard on the many questions that affect their interests? They have shown responsibility and 

care. I cannot deny them that claim.

Herbert Asquith, Prime 

Minister, speaking in 1916.
“The wartime business girl is to be seen 

any night dining out in bars and 

restaurants in London. Before she 

would never have had her 

evening meal in town unless in the 

company of a man friend. But now, 

with money and without men, she is 

dining out more and more. The meal is 

of course 

accompanied by the customary 

cigarette.
‘The Daily Mail’ (Sept 1965)

A young ‘flapper’ shown on the 

cover of ‘The Saturday Evening 

Post’David Lloyd George, Prime Minister in 1918 until 1922.

It would have been utterly impossible for us to have won the 

War had it not been for the skill, enthusiasm and industry 

which the women of this country have thrown into the War. 

Now, we owe them.

1. How might the role of women during World War One have changed people’s 

opinions of women in politics?

2. How did women’s experiences during World War One change their own outlook 

(opinions) and attitudes to life?

Did WW1 Help Women’s Rights? Read the information below and answer 
the questions.



Create a campaign poster to persuade women to vote for women. Use the 
information you have learnt during this project. 

TASK 6  

V o t e s  f o r  w o m e n !

Votes for Women!
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