
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our ref:  PWT/jmc 

 

13th March 2023 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian  
 
I am writing to update you on the plans for running the Academy during the announced period of industrial action on 15th & 
16th of March 2023. Please note that the dispute is not with Saltley Academy.  This industrial action is in relation to the NEU's 
dispute with the Government over the nationally agreed pay rises when taking into account the pressures faced by staff with 
the increased cost of living which we are all experiencing.   
  
This letter outlines the plan for the 15th & 16th of March. 
 
The industrial action will have a significant effect on Saltley Academy. We will prioritise our provision for vulnerable children 
and children of critical workers as per the guidance given to us by the DfE. The DfE have also asked us to consider prioritising 
students due to take public examinations, Year 10 & Year 11 students.   
 
The Academy will be open for all Year 10 & Year 11 students on these days and therefore attendance is compulsory.  Mock 
examinations that were lost to the snow days will be in place for Year 11 pupils, and there will be vital time in option subjects 
for Year 10 students.  
 
At Saltley every child is special and valued as an individual, however we class some students as more vulnerable than others. 
This could be for a wide range of reasons, but this is certainly not a negative reflection on the student or parents.   We are 
committed to offering education and therefore being open for face-to-face education for as many students as possible on 15th 
& 16th of March.  We will send a separate text communication to all students we are able to offer face-to-face education to on 
these days and would encourage parents to take this opportunity, so that we minimise the disruption to education.   
 
In addition to Year 10 & 11 students and those that we consider are more vulnerable, we will also be open to those students 
whose parents are critical workers. A critical worker is a parent whose work is critical to an emergency response include those 
who work in health and social care and in other key sectors outlined in this guidance (page 22).   
 
Furthermore, we will be open for all students who attend our Resource Base (The Bridge). Taxis will run as normal, and The 
Bridge will be fully staffed, but the format of the day will look different. Staff are already speaking with students to prepare 
them for this change.    
 
Other than Year 10 & 11 and the groups of students outlined, Saltley will not be open for face-to-face education for any 
other students (Years 7-9).  On the 15th & 16th of March, students will be asked to complete homework booklets. These are 
new for the Spring Term 2.  For those students in Year 9, the Connections Project on weather and climate, linking studies in 
Geography and Maths is a significant piece of work. All students have also been provided with a paper copy of the homework 
planner and if they are in Year 9 their Connections Project as well, in a plastic folder. For all other year groups, the homework 
booklets are extensive, and this is an opportunity for students to catch up and spend dedicated time on their home learning.  
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to introduce the online library that is available to all students.  Reading and literacy 
are the gateways to learning, and it is vital that your child is reading for pleasure regularly.  The online library has access to 
1000s of books and audiobooks.  The library will work on a range of devices so you should have no issues with access. To access 
the online library via E Platform, students need to go to the Curriculum section of the website and then click Reading. The 
online library link can be found on there. For a student to log on they just need their school email address and then the 
password Library1. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1114577/Emergency_planning_and_response_for_education__childcare_and_children_s_social_care_settings.pdf
https://saltley.academy/401/homework
https://saltley.academy/427/year-9-connections-project
https://saltley.eplatform.co/


In addition to this work, you will find work packs for every year group in our remote learning section on our website. Lastly, we 
have compiled some reading lists for students in all year groups. These reading lists complement learning, but also broaden 
the curriculum and deepen learning. Many of the titles can be found in the school library, which is open every day, and your 
child is encouraged to borrow a book in advance.   
 
To summarise, on the 15th & 16th of March we will be open for face-to-face education for:  
Students that attend the Resource Base (The Bridge)  
Students who we consider vulnerable (a separate text will be sent to parents)  
Students whose parents are critical workers (please send your child to school as normal)  
All students in Years 10 & Year 11  
For all other students we will not be open and directed homework has been outlined above.   
 
Free School Meals 
All students have the option the collect a packed lunch on Tuesday after school, like previous days. At the end of the day, 
students just need to go to the dining hall to collect. If your child would like to eat on the Thursday, please email 
enquiry@saltley.academy by 09:00 Thursday 16th and we will arrange this.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact your Head of House or House Manager in the first instance and then please do not 
hesitate to contact myself or one of the Leadership Team.  
  
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Mr P White 

Head of School 

 

https://saltley.academy/291/spring-term-one-2022-work-packs
https://saltley.academy/477/reading
mailto:enquiry@saltley.academy

