
  
  
 

  
 
 
26th January 2022  
 
 
 
 
Dear Year 11 Parents or Guardians 
 
Re: Year 11 Covid update 
  
I wanted to take an opportunity to give some more detail about the recent closure to Year 11 and 
the Covid cases. 
  
As you will know, the cases in Year 11 have been high since we returned in January.  We have been 
working with Public Health, monitoring the numbers and close contacts this term.  I recently wrote 
to you, regarding the study day during the Mock exams, and the short “circuit breaker” including my 
hopes that 4 days away from school would reduce transmission rates.  At that point, 10% of the Year 
group had tested positive within a 10 day window. 
  
Last week, the positive cases continued to rise, and we carried out on-site Lateral Flow testing.  We 
found another 13 positive cases at this point, all the students had been in school and mixed in a 
variety of lessons.  I reported these cases to Public Health, combined with other positive cases from 
students testing at home, we came close to 20% of students in Year 11 testing positive in a 10 day 
window.  This was double the amount from the previous week. 
  
On Friday, I wrote to you to close the year group again and asked for all students to complete a PCR 
test before returning.  Thank you to all the families who did this.  Just over 30% of families reported 
their result, but importantly only 3% of those tested were positive.  In conjunction with Public Health 
we decided the volume of negative results to positive results was at a level, that it was considered 
acceptable to open again today.  
  
At the time of writing, if your child has no symptoms and has completed a recent PCR or home 
Lateral Flow test, they can attend school as normal.  
  
I cannot stress good attendance and punctuality from all students enough.  Although not confirmed I 
believe the exams will take place as normal this summer, and every day your child is in school they 
will be gaining vital learning.  Your child should be in school for 08:30am, it is not acceptable to 
arrive at school late, every moment in school is important, and I need your support in this matter. 
  
Your child should have a revision timetable in place, and should be spending set time every day, 
revising and preparing for their exams.  For most, they have been studying their GCSE courses for 
three years, and we should expect to dedicate serious and sensible amount of time preparing for the 
exams.  I would expect each pupil by now to have a revision guide for each subject, if you have not 
got all that you need, English, Maths and Science guides will shortly be available on Parent Pay at a 
reduced cost.  
  



I look forward to seeing all of you at some point next week (31st Jan to the 4th Feb) for your Target 
Setting appointment with your child’s Form Tutor.  These meetings are vital for you to support your 
child’s progress and ensure they get the very best grades they are capable of.  Your child’s Form 
Tutor should have or will be arranging individual appointment times with you.  Please contact your 
child’s Head of House if there are any issues with these meetings, they can be carried out remotely 
or over the phone, if a face to face meeting is not possible.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

P White 
 
 
Mr P White 
Head of Academy            

 
 
 
 
 


