
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ref:  PWT/jmc 
 
11th January 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents  

 

Welcome back, I do hope you had a restful and peaceful Christmas break; however, I know that for many the break 
was compromised by Covid.  At the end of term, we were able to enjoy our Christmas assembly, as you know Saltley 
celebrates the Arts, with music and drama performances from students and staff as well as reflecting on the 
meaning and the place of Christmas.  It was in this assembly that I asked students to reflect on the importance of 
spending time with friends and family, something that I appreciate this year perhaps more than ever.  I wanted to 
highlight some of the achievements of Saltley and the schools within the Trust last term, in the latest release of 
the “Good News” https://saltley.academy/138/newsletters.    

 

Re-opening in January has been wonderful to see the students, but also challenging with the high numbers of 
positive cases within the student body and staff.  We are currently working with Public Health to ensure we are 
doing everything we can to stay open and provide high quality education for your children.  However, I must state 
that we are very close to a trigger point in Years 10 and 11 where it may be that Public Health recommend a period 
of time of remote learning as a “Circuit Breaker”.  I will keep you informed of all the developments, but it is essential 
that school are aware of any new positive cases, and that regular twice weekly testing, at minimum is happening 
in every home.    

 

I wanted to take the opportunity to express regret at the Year group closures before the Christmas break and 
recently this week.  I wanted to highlight that these closures are due to staff shortages.  To give some perspective 
we have between 13-15 teaching staff absent through all of December and now into January.  In a normal day a 
teacher would teach 5 lessons to approximately 30 children.  Therefore, that equates to 375 teaching hours in a 
week that need covering 11,250 students’ lessons that are adversely affected.  We currently have some excellent 
external supply teachers in school, providing excellent support, but there is a large cost implication to this, 
combined with the challenge of sourcing high-quality teachers.  There inevitably comes a crunch point when I 
cannot cover the amount of lessons required, and I am forced to close for a Year group. I will do everything in my 
power to keep these to a minimum, but as the staff absences are related to Covid, it usually takes 7-10 days to 
resolve.    

 

Provision for Key Workers  
If the year group closures are to continue, and you are a Key Worker and your child cannot learn from home, please 
let your House Team know and we will be able to provide provision in school.  

 

As you will be aware the current guidelines have changed which I have outlined below.    

 

Information for Parents – New Guidelines   
If a pupil tests positive on a lateral flow:  
• If they have no symptoms, then they should begin isolation immediately – there is no need for a PCR test.   
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• Isolation is for 10 days, unless they get two consecutive negative lateral flow results on day 6/7 at the earliest, at 
least 24 hours apart. If both tests are negative, they can return to school from day 7. The day of the first positive 
test is day 0.  
• If the pupil has one of the three main symptoms; high temperature, loss of taste and smell and/or a new and 
persistent cough, they should book a confirmatory PCR test.   
• The school should be contacted as soon as possible so that the case can be recorded.   
 If a parent/household member tests positive on a lateral flow or PCR:  
• The pupil can continue to come to school but must do a lateral flow test daily for 7 days.  
• If the household member’s test was a PCR, the pupil should take a PCR test but does not need to isolate whilst 
waiting for results.   
• If the pupil tests positive at any point they should follow the relevant guidelines.   
  
Testing:  
• It is essential that all pupils continue to do a lateral flow test twice weekly, ideally on Sunday and Wednesday 
evenings.  
• Results (especially positive ones) should be reported through the NHS website https://www.gov.uk/report-
covid19-result  
• Please notify the school as soon as possible if your child tests positive.  
• We have a regular supply of home testing kits which we will send home with your child, however if you need 
more, please ask and we will be happy to provide them.    
  
Face Coverings:  
It is now regulation that all pupils wear face coverings at all times in school, including in lessons, unless medically 
exempt. With case rates as high as they are it is imperative that all pupils adhere to these regulations in order to 
keep the school environment as safe as possible for everybody.  
  
Remote Learning: 
Information on your child’s remote learning provision can be found on Saltley Academy’s website 
https://saltley.academy/275/key-information-1.  You will be able to find information on the key Remote Learning 
documents, key website links to support your child’s remote learning and videos on how to use Microsoft Teams.   
 
In addition, there is further information on keeping fit during Remote Learning and also additional resources for 
parents. Shortly, there will be Curriculum Overviews and copies of our Workpacks for all year groups, for Spring 
Term One 2022 going on the Remote Learning section of the website. 
   
Laptop loans:  
If pupils are isolating and do not have access to IT equipment at home, they can request a loan of a laptop through 
their house teams. The loan will only cover the isolation period and the laptop must be returned for other pupils 
to use who might end up in isolation.  

 

Examinations:  
As you will know we are continuing with our commitment providing students an opportunity to sit their Mock 
Exams and their Year 11 ICT exam and Year 10 English exam in January.  Students who have missed the mock exams 
will have the opportunity to re-sit these papers, Year 11 students can re-take the IT exam and Year 10 students will 
have an opportunity in Year 11 to sit the Literacy paper in Year 11 if they missed it due to Covid.    
  
Exam conduct:  
All pupils must understand the importance of being on time with the right equipment and following the exam rules 
as stated by the exam boards. if these rules are not followed, it may lead to a pupil being disqualified. Please DO 
NOT bring mobile phones into the exam venue.  

 

Some important dates for your diary:  
RSE curriculum:   
If your child is in Year 8 and Year 9, they will be watching a theatre production and taking part in a workshop as 
part of our RSE curriculum. Details of these are below:  
Year 9: Working for Marcus: Child Sexual Exploitation Prevention and Awareness. This will take place on either 
Monday 7th or Tuesday 8th February.   
Year 8: Safe and Sound: Abusive Relationships Prevention and Awareness. This will take place on either Monday 
9th or Tuesday 10th May.  
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Dimension Day: Wednesday 19th January has been postponed new date tbc & Thursday 24th March 

Training Days: Monday 28th February 

Half Term: Monday 21st - Friday 25th February 

  
Wellbeing and Safety:  
At Saltley Academy we are committed to making sure every student feel's supported and becomes resilient through 
any challenges they may have with their wellbeing and feeling Safe. We want parents to help their children get the 
support they need.  Your mental health and wellbeing matters to us, so a great starting point is to look at the 
comprehensive links below, they are accessible and free to access.  
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/03/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-
staff/  
Parenting is the most rewarding role; however, it can also be the most challenging at times. If you feel you need 
support with your child, you can access support from the following sources (click on the image to take you to the 
site):  
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent and https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/  
  

  
  
Free listening support for Wellbeing & Mental Health: https://www.kooth.com/   
If you are under 25 and registered with a GP in Birmingham, you can receive support from Pause at FTB. FTBalso 
provide support for parents and carers who are concerned about their child or young person’s wellbeing. 
https://forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/pause/  
If students are worried about something or have a concern, students can report this using their logins on: 
https://tootoot.co.uk/   
School Health Support Service 
ChatHealth texting information for young people – 07480 635485  
NSPCC Online Safety for children – Tips & Guides https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
Children’s Commissioner: Talking to your children about online sexual harassment Parents Guide 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/report/talking-to-your-child-about-online-sexual-harassment-a-
guide-for-parents/  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr P White 
Head of School 
  

 
 

 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/03/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-staff/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2021/09/03/mental-health-resources-for-children-parents-carers-and-school-staff/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/
https://www.kooth.com/
https://forwardthinkingbirmingham.nhs.uk/pause/
https://tootoot.co.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
http://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyFkE1u3DAMhU8z3hQyJI01thdatEgKdN0DDGiJtpWRRUOUM_XtqwRZdFeAC4J_j-_DDUK8l3NH-_qR_sgE3gGXBj87wVutusGMvZRjs1rZDUqNRt-cmWupv06qH_u-M851OPtbw6Hg11ZvlByMbqJdS9n5cv1-0T9rPJ_P1q0h-oyJHW1bYA6UMLcLvbfHo45k3CmXmhSIj5AWUUicdGTxuSdgoqMISjEkFIx_DohihQzMG6YiQCxH8ChmymKHqlK4nmo2ZIYF74zJY757qg6TfbxNW8sw43JA9lUr1KdWosito_rNFwiPMbxjPj-8GT3oUQ5Dr5tgtdRaKiXlrVNKtX5CaWYtZaXUy2G-dPK_CtlWAEw-QJ1miCXi2YIDj9vZFPu7Iv326-Wir_9AhX2_J9jQPuANpiC4UMY5U_Uq9kz-cKUybbz1nRkn-Rcm6qXW
http://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyFkE1u3DAMhU8z3hQyJI01thdatEgKdN0DDGiJtpWRRUOUM_XtqwRZdFeAC4J_j-_DDUK8l3NH-_qR_sgE3gGXBj87wVutusGMvZRjs1rZDUqNRt-cmWupv06qH_u-M851OPtbw6Hg11ZvlByMbqJdS9n5cv1-0T9rPJ_P1q0h-oyJHW1bYA6UMLcLvbfHo45k3CmXmhSIj5AWUUicdGTxuSdgoqMISjEkFIx_DohihQzMG6YiQCxH8ChmymKHqlK4nmo2ZIYF74zJY757qg6TfbxNW8sw43JA9lUr1KdWosito_rNFwiPMbxjPj-8GT3oUQ5Dr5tgtdRaKiXlrVNKtX5CaWYtZaXUy2G-dPK_CtlWAEw-QJ1miCXi2YIDj9vZFPu7Iv326-Wir_9AhX2_J9jQPuANpiC4UMY5U_Uq9kz-cKUybbz1nRkn-Rcm6qXW

